
NEW IIANOVER COI]NTY BOARD OF COMMISSIOIIERS

PROCL/ltutATION

ItrHERM$ in times of natural disasters, such as hurricanes, tornadoes and floods, New Ilanover County has
turned to the services of our area's amateur radio operators to provide rapid two-way communications on behalf
of County government and other area municipalities when conventional means of electronic communications have
failed; and

WHEREAS, New I{anover County's four hundred licensed amateur radio operators purchase and maintain their
own equipment at their own expense, sharpen and hone radio trafrc handling skills through frequent simulated
emergency exercises, and volunteer thousands of hours of service to the community without compensation; and

I'|HEREAS, the United States Department of Homeland Security now recognizes amateur radio as a vital force
in emergency communications, and has provided federal funding for the enhancement and training of amateur
radio operators; and

II4HEREAS , there are many installations both in and around New Ilanover County which could become potential
targets ofterrorism, and our area's amateur radio operators are now training to handle manrnade disasters as well
as natural ones; and

I|/HEREAS, the critical role of amateur radio operators in handling emergency hospial communications in
Manhattan following the terrorist attacks of September l lu', 2001, prompted New Ilanover Health Network to
spearhead the creation of the Carolinas Amateur Radio Emergency Services (CARES) network to fulfill the
emergency communications needs of the 13 hospitals in the Coastal Carolinas Health Alliance; and

WHERMS, June 28, and June 29,2003 mark the 70ft anniversary of Field Day, an annual event in which our
nation's 700,000 amateur radio operators simultaneously get on-the-air under simulated emergency conditions
to exchange on-air reports; and

WHEREAS, for over a century, ematerlr 12fio operators around the world have provided vital public service and
have senred as ambassadors in promoting goodwill among nations,

NOI'YTHEREFOREBE IT REsoLvED,tlnttheNewHanover CountyBoardof Commissionersproclaimsthe
week of June 22, 2003 as Amdeur Radio Apprecidion Week inNew llanover County in appreciation of the vital
public service provided by Amateur Radio operators and for their service as ambassadors in promoting goodwill
among nations.
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MtfnfgS,In times of nanrral disasters, such as hurricanes, tornadoes and floods,

the City ofWilmington has tunred to the services of our area's amateur radio operators
to provide rapid two-way communications on behatf of City government and other area
municipalities when conventional means of electronic communications have failed;
and

M{t*fgs,Wilmington's three hundred licensed amat€ur radio operators purchase

and maintain their own equipment at their own expensg sharpen and hone radio traffic
handling skill through frequent simulated emergency exercise, and volunteer thousands
of hours of service to the community without compensation; and

MtmrgS,The United States Departnent of Homeland Security now recognizes

amateur radio as a vital force I emergency communications, and has provided federal
firnding for the enhancement and training of amateur radio operators; and

MtfXX-nS, Wilmington is home to and in the proximity of many installations

which could bwome potential targsts of terrorisnq and our area's amateur radio
operators are no$/ taining to handle communications during nunmade disasters as
well as natural mes; and

M{fxfgS, The critical role of arnateur radio operators in handling emergency

hospital communications in Ivlanhattan following the terrorist attacks of September
11e, 2001, prompted New flanover Health Network to speaxhead the creation of the
Carolinas Amateur Radio # Emergency Services (CARES) network to ftlfill the
emergency communications needs of the 13 hospitals in the Coastal Carolinas Health
Alliance; and

pENELopE splcER-slDB,Jr?y M{EeEAs, June 286 and 296 2003 marks the ?0h anniversary of Field Day, an
City Clerk annual eveffi in which our nation's 700,000 amateur radio operators simultaneously get

on-the-air under simulated emergency conditions to exchange on -air reports; and

Mmxas, For over a century, amareur radio operators around the world have
provided vital public service and have served as ambassadors in promoting goodwill
among nations.

gey WmtfW I, Harper Peterson, Mayor of the City of Wilmington
do hereby proclaim June 22"d to 29h as

AMATEUR RADIO APPRECIATION WEEK
and urge all of our citizens to.loin us in commemorating this event.
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