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Upcoming Events 

Jul  03	   11:45am	 Lunch - Jason’s Deli 

Jul  06      9:00pm 	 Monday Night Ragchew.NET 

Jul 10     11:45am	 Lunch - Pete’s Choice 

Jul 13       9:00pm	 Monday Night Ragchew NET 

Jul 17     11:45am	 Lunch - Cape Fear Seafood(Porters Neck) 

Jul 20	      9:00pm	 Monday Night Ragchew NET  

Jul 21	      6:00pm	 Monthly Club Meeting & Elmer 1/2 hour	 	
	 	 	 PVBC - 3914 Shipyard Blvd 

Jul 24       11:45am	 Lunch - Golden Corral Restaurant 

Jul  27	       9:00pm	 Monday Night Ragchew NET 

Jul 31	      11:45am	 Lunch - Jason’s Deli 

Meeting and other event details can be found here:             
AC4RC Club Calendar

Club Officers 

President 	 	 	 	 	 Gene Costa       	 	 KD2RRP   

Vice President	 	 	 Mike Hartmann 	 	 NI2S 

Secretary	 	 	 	     Matt Reeps	 	 	 	 NC1F 

Treasurer	  	 	 	      Bill D’Innocenzo	  	 K3WMD

https://ac4rc.org/calendar.html
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From the President’s 
Desk 

•

It’s that time of year again—the heat is rising, the humidity is 
rolling in, and staying close to the air conditioning sounds better 
every day. As summer schedules fill with vacations and travel, 
club activities will naturally slow down a bit. If this summer is 
anything like last year, we may also see lighter attendance at our 
regular meetings. 

With that in mind, our July and August club meetings will be 
business meetings only, with no formal program. I do not want to 
ask members to invest time and effort into developing a 
presentation when we may not have a full audience to receive it. 
If you are interested in being added to the fall program schedule, 
please let me know and I will be happy to put you on my 
calendar. I am also looking forward to another presentation from 
Matt after he has the summer to experiment with Meshtastic. 

Since the last newsletter, we have stayed busy. Club members 
participated in Museum Ships Weekend, Antenna Build Part 2, a 
VE session, a leadership planning meeting for the next three 
months, improvements at our repeater site, and Summer Field 
Day. Yes, we are active—and as Paul, KW4GI, likes to say on the 
net, “we are radio-active.” 

I have been told that our three official station operators for the 13 
Colonies Contest—part of the America 250 celebration—are ready 
to go. Jeff, Justin, and Mike will be on the air for this special event 
beginning July 4 at 10 a.m. Be sure to spot them on DX Summit, 
listen for details, and try to be their “special” contact. 

Looking Ahead 

• July 21: ACARC Meeting 
• August 15: VE Session 
• August 18: ACARC Meeting 
• September 2–8: W1AW/P, the second week this year for 

North Carolina stations 

I will send registration information for W1AW/P through the 
reflector later this summer. If the bands are good, you may 
choose a band and mode for as little as one hour—or for as many 
hours as you like—but you must be registered in order to 
participate. 

Gene 

KD2RRP 
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Battleship Update 

Museum Ships Weekend 

For Museum Ships Weekend, BattleShip North Carolina contacted 679 stations.  As the 
below contact map shows, propagation was challenging, but we still managed a very 
respectable contact count for the event.  Congratulations to everyone who participated in 
Museum Ships Weekend.  Great Job! 

How many Azalea Coast members does it take to make a 
QSO ? 
From the battleship during Museum Ships weekend June 
6-7. Thanks to all who turned out for this annual event. 
Pictured: 
Bruce Daniels (KM4OED) 
Paul Winter (KW4GI) 
Mike Hartmann (NI2S) 
Bill D’Innocenzo (K3WMD) 

Facebook Contributors: 
Mike Hartmann (NI2S) 
Bill Morine (N2COP)
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ACARC SUMMER FIELD DAY 
Ogden Park - June 27-28, 2026

Another FD has come and gone.  While I don’t have our official score yet, in my opinion the Club did 
well overall this FD.  Atmospheric conditions weren’t perfect, notably 80m had a noise floor around 
10db over S9 overnight, but then again, early Sunday morning I worked 2 Hawaiian stations on 20m 
almost back to back. 

We had only 2 visits from Murphy, when the 80m element of my fan dipole separated.  We hooked, 
then soldered the two sections back together.  And our newly acquired used Kenwood TS-440 basically 
locked up and refused to work.  Jon Meigs, WB1AJJ, had an Icom 706 on hand so we swapped the 
rigs and continued on. 

The new PC’s arrived just in the nick of time, and performed well despite the heat.  

Most importantly, from my point of view, is that everyone who came to our FD site seemed to me to 
have a good time.  Your dues at work, so to speak. 

It takes Village, as the saying goes, and I’d like to thank everyone who came to our Field Day op, helping to make 
it the success it was.  I would also like to thank my fellow officers of the Club for helping me get this event off the 
ground. 

I will, of course, share our contact count and scoring as soon as I have all that collated.  Now….to unpack my 
truck… 

73, 

Mike Hartmann, NI2S
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Items of Club Interest 

Fox Hunt Antenna Build May-June 2026
Photos by Art Kleiner, KB2IPH,  Captions by Paul, KW4GI

  Curt tuning for maximum smoke!

  Big Dude-Short stick!

How many Hams does it take to 
seat a loose, gray-haired nut ?!?

Ephram and John B-Where does it go?

The Whole Motley Crew!
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Shack of the Month 
Art Kleiner - KB2IPH

Here are some pics of my shack.    

Equipment is a Kenwood TS-590SG purchased almost exactly 10 years ago from HRO in the 
summer of 2016.   The Astron RS-35A power supply is the only power supply I've owned and I 
probably purchased it back with my original rig (a Kenwood TS-140) in 1990.  No amp, just 100 
watts.  The Icom ID-51 HT is a loaner from a friend which I'm still trying to connect to our 
repeater from my location in Leland.  HF antenna is a Chameleon MPAS Lite vertical - I live in 
an HOA community so have antenna limitations which I'm looking to get around with some 
antenna tinkering.   

The other pics I'm sending are two antiques, unfortunately not working - but for $5 a piece at 
two garage sales up in NY not a bad price for conversation pieces in the shack.    One is a 1949 
Air King 1000 television (with 30 tubes) of which I also have the original "Photofact" folder 
produced by the Howard W. Sams & Co., Inc.  The other is a Zenith automatic receiver (I 
believe 1939) which covers 2.4 Mhz through 22 mhz, including the amateur bands, and the 
standard AM band.  If anyone would like to take a look at each and give me some feedback as 
to the chance of getting them working, let me know.  

I got my first "ticket" back in 1990 and enjoyed HF on 10 meter phone as the cycle was terrific.  
I still have a feeling for 10 meters but the band isn't usually busy except for contests.  Gradually 
upgraded to amateur extra in the last 10 years.   
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Items of Club Interest 

Looking for the “Shack of the Month” 
to be showcased in upcoming issues of Airwaves on the Azalea Coast .  
This is the chance you’ve always wanted to highlight the creativity, 
ingenuity, and operating style of of your station. 

Each month we’ll feature one member’s shack with: 

• 📷  A photo of the shack 
• 📻  A brief equipment list 
• 🎯  Favorite band and/or mode 
• 💡  One operating tip that works well for you 
• 🧭  One “lesson learned” that might help others 

Whether your station is a full-featured base setup, a compact HOA-friendly 
shack, a portable/POTA kit, or something in between, we’d love to share it 
with the club. If you’d like to be featured in an upcoming issue, please 
send your photo and details to Bill Murray N4VMA -  wjm320@gmail.com . 

Bits n Bytes - (Clickable links to articles in other publications)

Amateur Radio.com: RFI Found and Removed

The ARRL Letter: Earthquakes in Venezuela Prompt Request for Clear Emergency Frequency

Arrl.org: New Technician Question Pool Effective July 

https://www.arrl.org/arrlletterissue?issue=2026-06-25#Bookmark_A01778CD5
https://www.amateurradio.com/rfi-found-and-removed/?awt_a=4inN&awt_l=3JYm&awt_m=kTaG31c8VBpxPnN&utm_source=aweber&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=amateur-radio-weekly-newsletter-week-of-date-long-0
mailto:wjm320@gmail.com
https://www.arrl.org/news/new-technician-question-pool-takes-effect-july-1
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July Birthdays 

7/1	 KB2IPH 	 Art Kleiner 
7/4	 K4SRK 	 Craig Sorokti 
7/8	 KR4GEK 	 John Fischer 
7/20	 KN4VKV 	 Byron Miller 
7/20	 WB2JEG 	 Walter Moller 
7/21	 WB3FYR 	 Pete Long 
7/27  N4PEN	 Bill Sirginson 
7/30	 WD4OIN 	 Jack Jacobs 
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HAMFESTS & CONVENTIONS 
 
07/11/2026 - Firecracker Hamfest  
Location: Salisbury, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Rowan ARS 
Website: http://rowanars.net  
Learn More  
 
07/18/2026 - 53rd Annual Cary Mid-Summer Swapfest  
Location: Cary, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Cary ARC 
Learn More  
 
07/25/2026 - WCARS Hamfest  
Location: Waynesville, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Western Carolina Amateur Radio Society 
Website: http://wcars-club.org/  
Learn More  
 
08/08/2026 - 26th Annual Cape Fear Amateur Radio Swapfest  
Location: Fayetteville, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Cape Fear Amateur Radio Society 
Website: https://cfarsnc.org/  
Learn More  
 
09/04/2026 - 09/05/2026 
Shelby Hamfest, ARRL North Carolina State Convention  
Location: Shelby, NC 
Type: ARRL Convention 
Sponsor: Shelby Amateur Radio Club 
Website: http://shelbyhamfest.com  
Learn More  

11/07/2026 - 37th Annual JARSfest 2026  
Location: Selma, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Johnston Amateur Radio Society (JARS) 
Website: http://jars.net  
Learn More

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/firecracker-hamfest-10
http://rowanars.net/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/firecracker-hamfest-10
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/53rd-annual-cary-mid-summer-swapfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/53rd-annual-cary-mid-summer-swapfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/wcars-hamfest-12
http://wcars-club.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/wcars-hamfest-12
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/26th-annual-cape-fear-amateur-radio-swapfest
https://cfarsnc.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/26th-annual-cape-fear-amateur-radio-swapfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/shelby-hamfest-arrl-north-carolina-state-convention
http://shelbyhamfest.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/shelby-hamfest-arrl-north-carolina-state-convention
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/37th-annual-jarsfest-2026-1
http://jars.net/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/37th-annual-jarsfest-2026-1
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Wilmington Area Amateur Radio Repeaters
On-Air Within 50 Mile Radius Of Downtown Wilmington - February, 2026 v2.0 for February, 2026
ANALOG FM Linked
Freq.(MHz) Call Sign Location PL Tone System Nets Sponsor Miscellaneous
145.130 K4BLA Whiteville 162.2 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
145.170 N4JDW Leland 88.5 Tues. 7:00 PM Brunswick SKYWARN Primary
145.190 WD4FVO Jacksonville 88.5 Sun. 8:00 PM Onslow ARC
145.250 KN4UKU Leland 88.5 Brunswick SKYWARN secondary
145.370 N4GM Bolivia 88.5 BSARC Also C4FM Fusion
145.410 NC4NH Wilmington 67.0 Mon. 7:00PM NHC ARES
146.730 N4ILM Porters Neck 88.5 WVHFA Upgrades in progress,  05/2025
146.820 * N4ILM Winnabow 88.5 Thurs. 8:00 PM WVHFA Use 147.060 as alternate, 05/2025
146.940 N4JDW Hampstead 88.5 First Wed. 7:00 PM HH Pender SKYWARN
146.985 N4DBM Elizabethtown 162.2 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
147.000 NC4OC Jacksonville 88.5 Tues.,Thurs 8:00 PM Onslow ARC Tues. Net Ragchew; Thurs EmCOMM
147.060 N4ILM Malmo 88.5 WVHFA Upgrades in progress,  05/2025
147.180 AC4RC Wilmington 88.5 Mon., 9:00 PM ACARC Net Linked To 442.500
147.315 N4GM Bolivia 118.8 EchoLink Mon. 7:00PM ARES BSARC Fulltime link 444.750

Mon 8:30 AM Ragchew EchoLink Node 825587
147.345 * N4ILM Winnabow 88.5 WVHFA
147.375 NC4PC Burgaw 88.5 Mondays 8:00 PM HH Fulltime Link 443.550
224.540 WA4DAN Kelly 91.5
224.620 K4BLA Whiteville 123 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
224.680 * N4ILM Winnabow 91.5 WVHFA
441.850 W4FTK Supply DPL 315 Allstar 40040 EchoLink W4FTK-R Fleet Talk Group
442.025 N4JDW Burgaw 88.5
442.500 AC4RC Wilmington 88.5 Mon,. 9:00 PM ACARC Net Linked to 147.18
442.600 N2MH Oak Island 141.3
443.550 NC4PC Hampstead 100.0 Mondays 8:00  PM HH Fulltime Link 147.375
443.825 N4DBM Elizabethtown 118.8 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
444.625 K4BLA Whiteville 118.8 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
444.750 N4GM Calabash 118.8 BSARC Fulltime Link 147.315
444.85 * N4ILM Winnabow 88.5 Thurs. 8:00 PM WVHFA Swap Net - Thursday Night
444.95 * N4GM Bolivia 118.8 BSARC Also C4FM Fusion
444.175 N4JDW Winabow 88.5 .
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Wilmington Area Amateur Radio Repeaters
On-Air Within 50 Mile Radius Of Downtown Wilmington - February, 2026
V2.0 for February, 2026
DIGITAL Linked
Freq Call Sign Location Mode System Sponsor
144.390 N4ILM-4 Winnabow APRS WVHFA
144.920 K4BLA Calabash DMR Brandmeister K4BLA 2.5 MHz positive offset
144.940 K4BLA Delco DMR Brandmeister K4BLA 2.5 MHz positive offset
145.010 KQ4ETM-10 Calabash Winlink Calabash ARS
145.370 N4GM Bolivia C4FM East Coast WIRES-X BSARC PL 88.5 in Analog FM
145.590 KO4DQS-10 Jacksonville Winlink
145.710 K4BLA-10 Southport Winlink K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
145.710 K4BLA-11 Whiteville Winlink K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
145.770 N2MH-10 Oak Island Winlink N2MH
440.6125 K4BLA Elizabethtown DMR Brandmeister K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
442.5625 K4BLA Whiteville DMR Brandmeister K4BLA
442.600 N2MH Oak Island C4FM Local Coverage N2MH PL 141.3 in Analog FM
444.075 N4JDW Hampstead P-25
444.1875 N4JDW Winnabow P-25
444.2375* N4ILM Winnabow DMR NC-PRN WVHFA
440.7000 NC4ES Jacksonville DMR Brandmeister EHPC
444.95 * N4GM Bolivia C4FM BSARC PL 118.8 in Analog FM
444.975 NE4SC Supply DMR Brandmeister NE4SC
NOTES: * Temporarily Off The Air All DMR Repeaters are Color Code 1 (CC1)

# Receiver temporariy offline since 147.06 site being used for 146.82 transmit
LEGEND ON CLUB TRUSTEES OR OWNERS
ACARC - Azalea Coast Amateur Radio Club www.ac4rc.org
BSARC - Brunswick Shores Amateur Radio Club www.n4gm.org
EHPC - Eastern Healthcare Preparedness Coalition  nc4es.org
HH - Hampstead Hams   www.hampsteadhams.com
K4BLA - Backwoods DMR https://backwoodsdmr.org/ 
NHC ARES - New Hanover County Amateur Radio Emergency Services  http://nc4nh.org/
WVHFA - Wilmington VHF Association  www.n4ilm.org
Every effort is made to keep this list accurate, but not responsible if there are errors
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