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Upcoming Events 

Oct 02     11:45am	 Lunch - Marabella Old World Pizza 

Oct 05       8:30pm 	 Monday Night ragchew.NET 

Oct 09     11:45am	 Lunch - Cape Fear Seafood(Porters Neck) 

Oct 10.    10:30 am     FCC License Testing (in-person)                                             
	 	              NHC Public Library 236 Grace St -                           
	 	 	 Seabreeze Room 

Oct 12       8:30pm	 Monday Night Ragchew NET  

Oct 16     11:45am	 Lunch - Golden Corral Restaurant 

Oct 19       8:30pm	 Monday Night Ragchew NET  

Oct 20       6:00pm	 Elmer Hour and Monthly Club Meeting	 	
	 	 	 PVBC - 3914 Shipyard Blvd 

Oct 23      11:45am	 Lunch - Jason’s Deli 

Oct  26       8:30pm	 Monday Night Ragchew NET 

Oct 30       11:45am	  Lunch - Marabella Old World Pizza 

Meeting and other event details can be found here:             
AC4RC Club Calendar

Club Officers 

President 	 	 	 	 	 Gene Costa       	 	 KD2RRP   

Vice President	 	 	 Mike Hartmann 	 	 NI2S 

Secretary	 	 	 	     Matt Reeps	 	 	 	 NC1F 

Treasurer	  	 	 	      Bill D’Innocenzo	  	 K3WMD

http://ragchew.NET
https://ac4rc.org/calendar.html
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From the President’s 
Desk 

•

Most Important Item: the club needs a Nominating 
Committee to prepare for voting in January, 2027. The 
positions that have expiring terms are Treasurer and Vice 
President. I would like two or three people to serve as the 
Nominating Committee. Meetings can be held online and 
should only require a few phone calls. If you cannot see 
yourself doing a presentation at a meeting, this is 
something that is done behind the scenes. Reach out to me 
at 908-295-1324 or ecostaedd@comcast.net and I will 
connect you to the other(s) on the committee.  

Saturday, September 26. 2026 was the final installment of 
the direction-finding antenna build. This project involved 
members of the Azalea Coast ARC and the Brunswick 
Shores ARC for a total of 15 participants. Even though I am 
a member of both clubs, I have met hams that I had not 
seen at meetings. 

 Now we are getting into the busy time of the year. My 
calendar has a club related activity every Saturday in 
October. If you do not get out and about, you can still be 
radio-active this month. October 16, 17, and 18 is Scout 
Jamboree On The Air (JOTA). Listen on HF and local 
repeaters for scout troops that may have youngsters 
wanting to get a mic in their hand and taking to someone. 
That someone could be you.  

We are still looking for a local Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator(s). There is plenty of time to prepare someone 
before the December test session. If you are interested or 
need more information, talk to any of the officers. 

The Wilmington Ironman 2026 is Saturday, October 17. If 
you are in town that weekend and are interested in 
participating (being radio-active), reach out to VP Mike 
Hartmann. Our goal is to have two people at each station 
and at Net Control. If you are newly licensed, this is the 
perfect event for you to get some experience operating 
during a very formal net. All you need is your HT and a 
comfortable folding/camping chair.  

mailto:ecostaedd@comcast.net
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From the President’s 
Desk - page 2 

•

So far, there is no program for the October meeting. If you 
are interested in doing a 15-to-20-minute presentation, 
please contact me at 908-295-1324.  

During a recent Azalea Coast Amateur Radio Club Monday 
Night Rag Chew Net, Andrew, KQ4ZYR gave a very good 
and I might add, effective presentation on the General 
Mobile Radio (GMRS). It was so effective and convincing 
that I now own two GMRS radios and have call sign 
WSOG499. The license was only $3.00 less than the radios 
(2). There is a fair amount of activity on the local repeater, 
mostly during morning and evening commute times.  

I had a QSO with someone on the local repeater and he 
thought there was still a code exam to get a ham license. 
Andrew was correct that it is a good way to grow the ham 
radio hobby by engaging people who already have an FRN, 
have how to engage with the FCC to get a license, and have 
gotten past mic fright. It only takes a bit of study and do a 
rinse and repeat of the license process to be a ham.  

 Last item – a slot is open for a presentation during the 
November club meeting. 

Gene                                                                                      
KD2RRP 
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Fall Is a Great Time to Get on the Air 

After a long, hot summer, fall brings some of the best opportunities of the year to enjoy 
amateur radio. Cooler temperatures make working outside more comfortable, changing 
propagation can bring some interesting contacts, and it’s a great time to try something 
different. 

If your radio activity slowed down during the summer, October is a perfect month to get back 
on the air. 

Take the radio outside. Fall weather makes portable operating much more enjoyable. Grab 
a radio, battery, and simple antenna and head to a park, the beach, or even the backyard. 
Programs such as Parks on the Air (POTA) give you an added reason to operate portable—and 
you don’t need an elaborate station to participate. 

Explore the bands. As the seasons change and the days grow shorter, HF propagation 
changes as well. Spend some time checking bands you may have ignored recently. Ten 
meters can produce some pleasant surprises when conditions cooperate, while the lower-
frequency bands become increasingly interesting as we move toward winter. 

Check your antennas. Before colder weather arrives, fall is a good time to inspect coax, 
connectors, supports, and weatherproofing. That loose connection you discover now is much 
easier to repair on a pleasant October afternoon than on a cold January morning. 

Try something new. Maybe you’ve been curious about FT8, DMR, POTA, CW, satellite 
operation, or another part of the hobby. Pick one and give it a try. Better yet, find another club 
member who already enjoys it and ask for some help getting started. 

Most importantly, turn on the radio and make some contacts. Amateur radio is one of those 
hobbies where there is almost always something new to learn, but sometimes we spend more 
time reading about radios, programming radios, and buying radios than actually talking on 
them. 

So this fall, put some RF in the air. Call CQ. Answer someone else’s call. Chase a park. Try a 
different band. Or simply check into a local repeater and say hello. 

You never know who—or where—you might reach. 

73 and enjoy the fall operating season! 
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Battleship Update 

The Azalea Coast Amateur Radio Club recently welcomed members of the Iredell County Amateur 
Radio Society (ICARS) aboard the Battleship North Carolina for a chance to operate from this historic 
station. We enjoyed sharing the experience with fellow hams and introducing them to a special part of 
our club’s activities. We are looking forward to resuming restoration work on the ship now that temps 
are moderating.   

Gene  (KD2RRP) also hosted a teacher group at the Battleship’s request and demonstrated Morse 
Code for that group.  They all had a great time.  We also hosted a couple individual guest operators.  
Next club event on the ship is our commemoration of Veterans Day on November 11th.   

More to come on that as the date approaches. 

Mike 
NI2S



ACARC October 2026

6

Items of Club Interest 

President Gene Costa, KD2RRP, listens as Monday 
night Ragchew Net Manager Paul Winter, KW4GI 
(right), thanks the many members who paid tribute 
to the victims of 9/11 during the September 14 net.

We had 30 attend in person and 4 on Zoom.
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Items of Club Interest 

SHARE YOUR AMATEUR RADIO STORY! 

The best articles in Airwaves on the Azalea Coast come from the experiences, knowledge, and 
interests of ACARC members—and you don’t have to be an expert or an experienced writer to 
contribute. 

Consider sharing a memorable contact, a recent project, a favorite piece of equipment, a lesson 
learned, or something new you have tried. You can also contribute to one of these features: 

• One Tip in 100 Words 
• What’s on Your Workbench? 
• Recent Contacts Worth Mentioning 
• Question of the Month 
• Ham-Radio Myth: True or False? 
• My Current Radio Project 
• One Website, App, or YouTube Channel I Recommend 

Full-length submissions should be no more than 500 words. If you include one or more 
photographs, 250–400 words is usually sufficient. Short articles, photographs with captions, and 
ideas for future stories are always welcome. 

Don’t worry about making your submission perfect. Minor editing for grammar, clarity, length, 
and formatting will be provided as needed. 

Every ACARC member has a story, experience, or useful idea worth sharing. Help make our 
newsletter informative, interesting, and representative of the entire club! Send your submission 
to Bill Murray N4VMA wjm320@gmail.com. 

mailto:wjm320@gmail.com
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Items of Club Interest 

ACARC members recently gathered for three hands-on sessions to build direction-finding 
antennas. At the September 26 session, the group completed four builds and field-tested two 
antennas, successfully checking their front-to-back response. The photos capture members 
putting their new antennas—and their direction-finding skills—to work. 

Type to enter text
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We spend a lot of time thinking about radios, antennas, and making contacts—but here’s a 
question we may not ask often enough: 

If the power went out tonight, how long could you stay on the air? 
Here along the North Carolina coast, power outages are a fact of life. Hurricanes and tropical 
storms get most of the attention, but thunderstorms, equipment failures, and fallen trees can 
leave us without electricity at almost any time. 
Amateur radio can be especially valuable when normal communications are disrupted—but only 
if our stations can operate without commercial power. 

Start With the Basics 
You don’t need an elaborate emergency-power system. A fully charged handheld may provide 
several hours of local communications. A 12-volt battery can keep a mobile or base radio 
operating considerably longer, particularly if you reduce transmit power and limit unnecessary 
transmissions. 
The important thing is knowing what you already have and how long it will actually work. 
Have you ever unplugged your station from commercial power and tried operating entirely 
from your backup system? If not, give it a try. You may discover weaknesses you didn’t know 
existed. 

Batteries Need Attention Too 
A battery sitting on a shelf isn’t much help if it hasn’t been charged in six months. Check 
rechargeable batteries periodically, make sure chargers are readily available, and know which 
radios and accessories can share power sources. 
If you use a portable power station, solar panel, generator, or deep-cycle battery, test the entire 
system occasionally. An emergency isn’t the best time to discover that you’re missing a cable or 
adapter. 

Think Beyond the Radio 
Your radio may work perfectly during an outage, but what about everything else you normally 
depend on? 
Do you have important repeater frequencies programmed into your radios? Could you operate 
without your computer? Do you have a paper copy of important frequencies and contact 
information? Can you recharge your phone and handheld radios? 
Even something as simple as keeping a flashlight near the station can make a difference when 
the lights suddenly go out. 

When the Power Goes Out: Is Your Station Ready? 
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Make It a Challenge 
Sometime this month, try a simple experiment: 

Turn off the station power supply and see if you can get on the air without using 
commercial electricity. 
Make a few contacts. Check into a repeater. Try HF. See how long your battery lasts and 
what equipment you really need. 
You may find that your emergency station is in great shape—or you may discover a few 
things that need attention. 
Either way, you'll know. 
Because when the power actually goes out, that's a much better time to use your plan than 
to start making one. 

Is your station ready? 
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October Birthdays 

10/04		 KG4IIL		 Anita Jacobs 
10/09		 KQ4TCX 	 Donna Rhodes 
10/15		 KQ4PDR 	 John Evans 
10/21		 KR4COI 	 Tim Thompson 
10/21		 KH7DM 	 Dan Monck 
10/23		 WE4NOC 	 Bob Schreiner 
10/25		 KQ4TCW 	 Steve Hughes 
10/27		 K4RGN 	 Chuck Till 
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HAMFESTS & CONVENTIONS 

10/03/2026 - Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio Club 2026 Hamfest  
Location: Elida, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Northwest Ohio Amateur Radio Club (NWOARC) 
Website: http://www.nwoarc.com  
Learn More  
 
10/03/2026 - Rock Hill Hamfest, ARRL South Carolina Section Convention  
Location: Rock Hill, SC 
Type: ARRL Convention 
Sponsor: YCARS 
Website: https://www.ycars.org/hamfest  
Learn More  

10/10/2026 - 2nd Annual Dutch Fork Amateur Radio Group Hamfest  
Location: Little Mountain, SC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: DFARG 
Learn More  

10/10/2026 - Winston-Salem Fall Fest  
Location: Winston-Salem, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 
Website: https://w4nc.com/  
Learn More 

10/11/2026 - Maysville Hamfest  
Location: Maysville, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Maysville Hamfest Association  
Website: http://www.maysvillehamfest.org  
Learn More  
 
11/07/2026 - 37th Annual JARSfest 2026  
Location: Selma, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Johnston Amateur Radio Society (JARS) 
Website: http://jars.net  
Learn More 

11/07/2026 - 37th Annual JARSfest 2026  
Location: Selma, NC 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Johnston Amateur Radio Society (JARS) 
Website: http://jars.net  
Learn More

https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-2026-hamfest
http://www.nwoarc.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/northwest-ohio-amateur-radio-club-2026-hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/rock-hill-hamfest-arrl-south-carolina-section-convention-2
https://www.ycars.org/hamfest
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/rock-hill-hamfest-arrl-south-carolina-section-convention-2
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2nd-annual-dutch-fork-amateur-radio-group-hamfest-3
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/2nd-annual-dutch-fork-amateur-radio-group-hamfest-3
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/winston-salem-fall-fest-1
https://w4nc.com/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/winston-salem-fall-fest-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/maysville-hamfest-14
http://www.maysvillehamfest.org/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/maysville-hamfest-14
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/37th-annual-jarsfest-2026-1
http://jars.net/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/37th-annual-jarsfest-2026-1
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/37th-annual-jarsfest-2026-1
http://jars.net/
https://www.arrl.org/hamfests/37th-annual-jarsfest-2026-1
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Wilmington Area Amateur Radio Repeaters
On-Air Within 50 Mile Radius Of Downtown Wilmington - February, 2026 v2.0 for February, 2026
ANALOG FM Linked
Freq.(MHz) Call Sign Location PL Tone System Nets Sponsor Miscellaneous
145.130 K4BLA Whiteville 162.2 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
145.170 N4JDW Leland 88.5 Tues. 7:00 PM Brunswick SKYWARN Primary
145.190 WD4FVO Jacksonville 88.5 Sun. 8:00 PM Onslow ARC
145.250 KN4UKU Leland 88.5 Brunswick SKYWARN secondary
145.370 N4GM Bolivia 88.5 BSARC Also C4FM Fusion
145.410 NC4NH Wilmington 67.0 Mon. 7:00PM NHC ARES
146.730 N4ILM Porters Neck 88.5 WVHFA Upgrades in progress,  05/2025
146.820 * N4ILM Winnabow 88.5 Thurs. 8:00 PM WVHFA Use 147.060 as alternate, 05/2025
146.940 N4JDW Hampstead 88.5 First Wed. 7:00 PM HH Pender SKYWARN
146.985 N4DBM Elizabethtown 162.2 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
147.000 NC4OC Jacksonville 88.5 Tues.,Thurs 8:00 PM Onslow ARC Tues. Net Ragchew; Thurs EmCOMM
147.060 N4ILM Malmo 88.5 WVHFA Upgrades in progress,  05/2025
147.180 AC4RC Wilmington 88.5 Mon., 9:00 PM ACARC Net Linked To 442.500
147.315 N4GM Bolivia 118.8 EchoLink Mon. 7:00PM ARES BSARC Fulltime link 444.750

Mon 8:30 AM Ragchew EchoLink Node 825587
147.345 * N4ILM Winnabow 88.5 WVHFA
147.375 NC4PC Burgaw 88.5 Mondays 8:00 PM HH Fulltime Link 443.550
224.540 WA4DAN Kelly 91.5
224.620 K4BLA Whiteville 123 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
224.680 * N4ILM Winnabow 91.5 WVHFA
441.850 W4FTK Supply DPL 315 Allstar 40040 EchoLink W4FTK-R Fleet Talk Group
442.025 N4JDW Burgaw 88.5
442.500 AC4RC Wilmington 88.5 Mon,. 9:00 PM ACARC Net Linked to 147.18
442.600 N2MH Oak Island 141.3
443.550 NC4PC Hampstead 100.0 Mondays 8:00  PM HH Fulltime Link 147.375
443.825 N4DBM Elizabethtown 118.8 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
444.625 K4BLA Whiteville 118.8 K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
444.750 N4GM Calabash 118.8 BSARC Fulltime Link 147.315
444.85 * N4ILM Winnabow 88.5 Thurs. 8:00 PM WVHFA Swap Net - Thursday Night
444.95 * N4GM Bolivia 118.8 BSARC Also C4FM Fusion
444.175 N4JDW Winabow 88.5 .
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Wilmington Area Amateur Radio Repeaters
On-Air Within 50 Mile Radius Of Downtown Wilmington - February, 2026
V2.0 for February, 2026
DIGITAL Linked
Freq Call Sign Location Mode System Sponsor
144.390 N4ILM-4 Winnabow APRS WVHFA
144.920 K4BLA Calabash DMR Brandmeister K4BLA 2.5 MHz positive offset
144.940 K4BLA Delco DMR Brandmeister K4BLA 2.5 MHz positive offset
145.010 KQ4ETM-10 Calabash Winlink Calabash ARS
145.370 N4GM Bolivia C4FM East Coast WIRES-X BSARC PL 88.5 in Analog FM
145.590 KO4DQS-10 Jacksonville Winlink
145.710 K4BLA-10 Southport Winlink K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
145.710 K4BLA-11 Whiteville Winlink K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
145.770 N2MH-10 Oak Island Winlink N2MH
440.6125 K4BLA Elizabethtown DMR Brandmeister K4BLA https://backwoodsdmr.org/
442.5625 K4BLA Whiteville DMR Brandmeister K4BLA
442.600 N2MH Oak Island C4FM Local Coverage N2MH PL 141.3 in Analog FM
444.075 N4JDW Hampstead P-25
444.1875 N4JDW Winnabow P-25
444.2375* N4ILM Winnabow DMR NC-PRN WVHFA
440.7000 NC4ES Jacksonville DMR Brandmeister EHPC
444.95 * N4GM Bolivia C4FM BSARC PL 118.8 in Analog FM
444.975 NE4SC Supply DMR Brandmeister NE4SC
NOTES: * Temporarily Off The Air All DMR Repeaters are Color Code 1 (CC1)

# Receiver temporariy offline since 147.06 site being used for 146.82 transmit
LEGEND ON CLUB TRUSTEES OR OWNERS
ACARC - Azalea Coast Amateur Radio Club www.ac4rc.org
BSARC - Brunswick Shores Amateur Radio Club www.n4gm.org
EHPC - Eastern Healthcare Preparedness Coalition  nc4es.org
HH - Hampstead Hams   www.hampsteadhams.com
K4BLA - Backwoods DMR https://backwoodsdmr.org/ 
NHC ARES - New Hanover County Amateur Radio Emergency Services  http://nc4nh.org/
WVHFA - Wilmington VHF Association  www.n4ilm.org
Every effort is made to keep this list accurate, but not responsible if there are errors
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